


“İZMİR” THE GLINT OF THE AEGEAN

Located by the gulf and having witnessed 
8.500 years of the history of mankind, İzmir 
is the third largest city and the second most 

important port of Turkey. Situated at the west-
ernmost end of Turkey, İzmir has combined a 
westernised life style with Anatolian traditions 
and customs as a port and trade city throughout 
history. The city has enriched its cultural tour-
ism through its deep-rooted history and culture; 
belief tourism through hosting different faiths; 
thermal tourism through its geothermal springs 
and facilities; and eco-tourism through its natu-
ral beauties such as sea, sand and sun. İzmir is 
also a metropolitan city which is eligible for con-
gress tourism with its high quality facilities to-
gether with exhibitions and festivals organised 
during the year. 

İzmir takes firm steps forward 
to become a city of interna-

tional scale. In this context, the 
primary vision of the city is to 

be one of the capitals of culture 
of the Mediterranean.



 ESTABLISHMENT STORY

The configuration project of the Ahmet 
Piriştina İzmir City Archive and Museum 
(or Apikam) according to the scientific 

criteria was initiated in 2000 and as the place, 
the İzmir Fire Station building was chosen. 
The building, constructed between the years 
of 1930-1932, carries the effects of the Early 
Republican Period Architecture. The building, 
given nearly seventy-year of non-stop service 
as fire department from 1932 until the end of 
2001, is now serving as Ahmet Piriştina İzmir 
City Archive and Museum. Followed by the 
completion of furnishing and exhibition works, 
Ahmet Piriştina İzmir City Archive and Museum 
has started functioning  by the 10th of January, 
2004.

Architect of the historical 
building built in 1932 is 
Mesut Özok.



WHAT IT OFFERS...

Ahmet Piriştina İzmir City Archive and Mu-
seum is a two-storey building located on 
a 3.592 square meters land with a 1.024 

square meters area of use. The ground floor 
consists of a 77 seat-capacity multi-purpose 
drama-meeting hall, an exhibition hall and a 
book-sales section. There are offices on the first 
and the second floors while the second floor 
is also reserved for a research-meeting hall in-
cluding a library, an office with a hybrid camera 
and administration. In the courtyard of Apikam, 
there is a restaurant offering a rich cuisine of 
the Aegean region which is run by the Grand 
Plaza Cor., one of the municipal corporation. 
Adherent to the main building and having entry 
from the courtyard, there is the National Library 
Research Hall which has periodicals at the ser-
vice of researchers. 

A model-study 
animating Pasaport- 
Alsancak region of 
İzmir



EXHIBITION HALL

City museums function as units visually 
presenting history of cities. Visual mate-
rials used in exhibitions have importance 

in contributing to the urban consciousness of 
citizens. These museums, in other words, are 
showcases of urban consciousness. If desired, 
they can be rearranged or can be changed de-
pending on the target audience or purpose of 
the exhibitions. Therefore the Ahmet Piriştina 
İzmir City Archive and Museum is designed not 
as a stable object museum. It gives the oppor-
tunity to arrange exhibitions in various num-
bers and forms.  

“Hanife Çetiner 
- Esin Yılmaz 
House”, prepared 
by Ahmet 
Piriştina İzmir 
City Archive and 
Museum, is open 
to visit in the 
Agios Voukolos 
Church.  



Library of the Ahmet Piriştina 
İzmir City Archive and Muse-
um consists of donated books, 
publications of the İzmir City 
Library and basic reference ma-
terials on İzmir.

LIBRARY & ARCHIVE

Materials collected in the City Archive 
are classified based on the scientific 
methods and  made ready for research 

by using all the possibilities of computer tech-
nology. There are 16 computerized desks in 
the research room where researchers can have 
easy access to the documents and photographs 
archived. 

In the area reserved for the collections of the 
İzmir National Library, there are 1440 volumes 
of newspapers pressed in Ottoman Turkish and 
nearly 8000 volumes in Latin alphabet as well 
together with 5000 manuscripts. From this col-
lection, primarily those belonging to the city 
of İzmir are transferred to digital media. After 
scanned and classified, all the Ottoman Turkish 
newspapers printed in İzmir so far are put at 
the disposal of researchers. Additionally, İzmir 
Şer’iyye Registers (Ottoman court records) and 
minutes of the İzmir Municipal Council acts are 
digitalized as well upon scanned and classified. 



DIGITAL ARCHIVING 

The data in the Ahmet Piriştina İzmir City 
Archive and Museum is preserved in digi-
tal environment and classified through a 

particular archive program. During the digital 
archiving process, “hybrid camera”, a speci-
ally designed device, is used. As the camera is 
cold-lighted and functions as an optical reader, 
it minimalizes the damage caused to the docu-
ments during the process while offering a high 
quality output. Thanks to this device, which is 
extremely fast and practical, periodicals and car-
tographic materials in the Archive can easily be 
transferred to digital media. 



CITY LIBRARY

Publications pertaining to the İzmir Metro-
politan Municipality City Library are made 
ready for publication and put up for sale by 

the Ahmet Piriştina City Archive and Museum.

By the İzmir Encyclopedia which is projected to 
be 10-volumes and being prepared by the Ah-
met Piriştina City Archive and Museum, it is in-
tended to reveal the cultural heritage and urban 
identity of the city of İzmir. 
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The Museum is open everyday 
except Sundays.

Entry is free of charge


